APPENDIX A

SITE BRIEFS

SITE BRIEF - HOME SIZES
One of the challenges being faced as the UWLNP is implemented, is to ensure the right
balance of house sizes to meet market needs. The 9 sites will be developed over a period of
time, so monitoring the number and size of houses on each development will give an
indication of our ability to deliver our target of a predominance of 2-3 bedroom houses. Some
of the factors that will be fed into the monitoring process are:
1. The sites we have chosen will give a predominance of smaller homes with 3 sites
having a mix of sizes of accommodation.
2. The need for 2/3 bed homes was evidenced by the HNA where plainly the need for
2/3 bed homes would be greater than if the whole community had been asked for
their preference.
3. The building of 4 bed homes might result in second hand 2/3 bed homes coming to
market as Parishioners move ‘up the ladder’. This has already been evidenced in the
Beeches where two parties have already made enquiries about the new homes who
live in smaller homes in the Parish. The other two interested parties are looking to
‘down size’ where a chain of Parish movers might also result in smaller 2/3 bed second
hand homes becoming available
4. If, for instance, 2/3 beds are demanded for single house sites I suspect owners will
simply extend the house after construction to get the ‘right size of house’ for the
garden. Indeed until 2019 a home owner can extend a house by up to half of the
garden area without consent (subject to some restrictions). This could result in no
control at all being exerted by Urchfont Parish Council or Wiltshire Council if 2/3 bed
houses were to be extended.
5. If 9 sites were to be built with 2/3 bed houses there might be an excess of supply over
demand which could result in sites not being built. If some of these sites fail to deliver
enough houses, we may need to include other sites which through the public
consultation were deemed less acceptable to the majority of the parishioners who
took part.
The individual site briefs below are based on the information given to parishioners at the
public consultation sessions in late 2104 / early 2015. Planning applications made by owners
/ developers may vary from these briefs, but it is the overall position that is important, and
needs monitoring.

Location of Planned Development Sites

Site No. 1: Land at Hales Farm

Developable Area:

0.54 hectare

Location:

On Crookwood Lane. The farmyard is opposite the playing fields
entrance

Current Use:

Farmyard

Capacity / Number of Homes: 12
Breakdown as Presented:

3 x Affordable Homes
3 x 1, 2 or 3 bedroom houses
6 x Over 3 bedroom houses

Issues to address:
•

Listed building: Proximity of Cuckoo Farmhouse adjacent entrance

•

Adjoins Conservation area: Impact on character and appearance of surroundings

•

Design:

Edge of settlement: 3 storey town houses inappropriate

•

Access:

Close to school entrance

•

Possible ground contamination (farmyard)

•

Impact on Breach Hanging County Wildlife Site

Current Status:

No planning application submitted

Site No. 2: The Beeches, Blackboard Lane

Developable Area:

0.20 hectare

Location:

On north side of junction of Blackboard Lane and Manor Close

Current Use:

House and Garden

Capacity / Number of Homes: 5
Breakdown as Presented:

No details given

Issues to address:
•

Recent change of ownership has confirmed site will be the subject of a planning application

•
•

Access: busy route into village; corner plot adjacent to road junction
Tree Preservation Order on site

Current Status:

Full planning application submitted December 2015. Withdrawn for
developer to make amendments following feedback from various parties.

Site No. 3:

Land opposite the Baishe

Developable Area:

0.08 hectare

Location:

On the junction of Friars Lane and Damson Chute

Current Use:

Wasteland

Capacity / Number of Homes: 1
Breakdown as Presented:

1 x 2 or 3 bedroom house

Issues to address:
•

Proposed changes to development boundary include this site

•

Possible contamination:

sewage works up to 1950’s

•

Access:

road junction and narrow lane

•

Drainage:

Adjacent Rookery Farm Valley Green Space

Current Status:

Full planning application refused in August 2014 – property outside of current
development boundary.

Site No. 4:

Land opposite Sawmills

Developable Area:

0.05 hectare

Location:

On Friars Lane opposite Sawmills

Current Use:

Wasteland

Capacity / Number of Homes: 1
Breakdown as Presented:

1 x 2 or 3 bedroom house

Issues to address:

•

Listed Building (the Sawmills) opposite; valued building (Bluebell cottage) adjacent

•

Access: narrow lane; part adjacent Public Right of Way footpath Urch44

Current Status:

Full planning application approved September 2007. Will have expired after 5
years. to have expired.

Site No. 5:

Garden of Cuckoo’s Corner

Developable Area:

0.21 hectare

Location:

In the garden of Cuckoos Corner, Cuckoo Corner, Crookwood Lane

Current Use:

Garden

Capacity / Number of Homes: 1
Breakdown as Presented:

1 x 3 bedroom house

Issues to address:
•

Access:

narrow access lane

•

Landscaping:

planting around periphery – edge of settlement plot

Current Status:

Full planning application approved April 2013

Site No. 6:

Garden of Alcudia, The Ham

Developable Area:

0.09 hectare

Location:

In the garden of Alcudia, The Ham, Off Friars Lane

Current Use:

Garden

Capacity / Number of Homes: 1
Breakdown as Presented:

Single Large Dwelling

Issues to address:
•
•

Access
Proposed changes to development boundary include this site

Current Status:

No planning application submitted

Site No. 7:

Garden of Peppercombe

Developable Area:

0.56 hectare

Location:

Peppercombe, Peppercombe Lane

Current Use:

House and Garden

Capacity / Number of Homes: 4
Breakdown as Presented:

4 x over 3 bedrooms

Issues to address:
•
•
•
•

Access: physical limitations
Impact on Peppercombe Wood and Copse County Wildlife Site; minimise disturbance
Site part in Conservation Area
Landscaping / planting on north perimeter of site

Current Status:

Pre-application advice sought late 2015

Site No. 8:

Wildman’s Garage

Area:

0.18 hectare

Location:

Wildman’s Garage,

Current Use:

Garage, MOT Centre, and Cycle Repair Workshop

Capacity / Number of Homes: 5
Breakdown as Presented:

Not specified

Issues to address:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Surrounding Listed Buildings
Design – a focal point in Urchfont
Access – busy junction/main road
Use
Partially in Conservation Area
Possible ground contamination

Current Status:

No planning application submitted. Planning applications are unlikely while
the current tenants have a lease, and the site businesses are viable.

Site No. 9:

Land at Uphill

Developable Area:

0.40 Hectare

Location:

Paddock to the north east at the end of Crooks Lane, Uphill

Current Use:

Paddock

Capacity / Number of Homes: 7
Breakdown as Presented:

4 x 2 or 3 bedroom homes
3 x Affordable Homes

Issues to address:
•
•
•
•
•

Access:
widening and improvement
Access:
maintenance of Public Right of Way – footpath Urch 18
Impact on views into the village from the east; landscaping
Design:
Impact on small-scale properties to the west of the site
Proposed changes to development boundary include this site

Current Status:

No planning history.

Summary

Site

Total
Houses

Up to 3 bed Over 3 bed Unspecified
including
affordable

Hales Farm
The Beeches
Land opposite the Baishe
Land opposite sawmills
Cuckoo Garden
Alcudia
Peppercombe
Wildman’s
Uphill
Total

12
5
1
1
1
1
4
5
7
37

6

6
5

1
1
1
4
7
16

10

1
5
11

